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The Best and the Brightest:
Kannapolis Scholars are at the NC Research Campus 

(NC Research Campus, Kannapolis, NC- July 12, 2011)- The 2011 class of Kannapolis Scholars is underway. These seven new students have joined the original group of seven 2010 Kannapolis Scholars for 10-week rotations in the laboratories of the NC Research Campus eight partner universities.  

The Kannapolis Scholar Program brings postgraduate students to the NC Research Campus for a transdisciplinary training program for postgraduate students. The 14 postgraduates currently in the program research food science, nutrition and human health under the direction of mentors from each of the participating universities- Duke, Appalachian, NC A&T, NC Central, NC State, UNC Chapel Hill, UNC Charlotte, and UNC Greensboro. 

Adam Baxter, who is in the UNC Charlotte Professional Science Master’s program in bioinformatics and genomics, is mentored by both Ann Loraine, PhD, Associate Professor in Bioinformatics and Genomics at UNC Charlotte, and De-yu Xie, Assistant Professor of Plant Biology at NC State. Under their direction, he is visualizing and analyzing gene expression data from blueberry to study pathways that make anthocyanin pigments and other high-value compounds in fruit. Anthocyanins are the compounds that give blueberries their color and are thought to provide the most benefit for human health. 

“We not only do lab work, but we collaborate,” Baxter said. “Working with my mentors, gives me an interesting look at the research I’m doing, allows me to discuss other research ideas, and is really helping me develop further as a scientist.”  

Kannapolis Scholars, which is in its second year, is led by NC State University and is funded by a $1 million grant from the US Department of Agriculture. The grant allows at least 20 students over the next four years to participate in the program. This year’s Kannapolis Scholars are on campus until August 5. 
####

For more details, visit the NC Research Campus website at http://www.ncresearchcampus.net/training-education/kannapolis-scholars.aspx  or the Kannapolis Scholars website at http://www.ncsu.edu/kannapolis.
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